The history of the Brigg family

The family of John Brigg, members of which lived as the tenants of Kildwick Hall from the 1880s to
1946, played a major part in the life of the village throughout that period.

Information about the history of this family prior to their arrival in the village is sparse, but a brief
summary is available in the pages of “Textile Manufacture, and Other Industries, in Keighley” by
John Hodgson, first published in 1879.

The rest of this piece shows the pages of Hodgson’s book that deal with the Brigg family.
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Jensers are Very massive, and in every respect in proportion
with the size of the condensing eylinder. The buckets and
delivering valves have brass rings, facings and lids, the
packing stages oF floors extend round all the cylinders and
round two side walls, and are reached as we have gaid, from
the eylinder floor by an ornamental flight of cast iron stairs,
with & similar flight from the packing floor to the beam floor,
4ll the stairs and floors are enarded by pallizading formed
of fluted pillars and vound polished rods, The whole of the
floors are intended to be coversd with iron plates. These
gwo =plendid engines have been constructed for Messrs,
Craven at a cost of over £12,000, by Mr. Willim DBrace-
well, enginetr, Burnley, the desigus bheing those of his
manager, Mr, Pickup, ander whose supervision the enEines
hiuve been made and erected.

JOUN BRIGG & Co.

Tire family of the Briges, like the Cravens already referred
L were veomen or gentlemen farmers residing at Laycock
winl Chuaed Tlounse; a greal intimacy secms (0 have subsisted
bl weon the two families who were in partnership as spinners
il mnnnfaeturers for about 40 years, amd this laz been
ot honed and cemented by marringe on three different
nialonis, fivst in 1674, when the widow of Robert Craven
{ Yheow B, near Layeock, married o Mr, Brige of G uard
Witing | ignin in 1704, after the death of Thomas Brigg of

Uil Tlose, John Craven of Layeock married the widow
4 b whove Thomas Brigg; again in 1859, John Craven of
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Steeton Tall married the daughter of the late John Drigg
of Gruard House, The Brige family were formerly connected
with the people ealled L Quakers or Priends. having joined
them when (George Fox came into Yorkshire, and as such
lad to endure great persecutions for conscience’s sake from
the minions of the state church, We have seen an aecount
: 1 o manuseript history of those persecutions in the possession
of Mr. John Brigg, where it -o stated how one member of
the Brige family, for his conseientious objections to attend
the service of the established chareh, was incarcerated in
prizon at York Castle for four weary months. The Briggs
are now connected with the Independent or Congregational
Churches of Heighley and Utley. The earliest record we
have seen of the Briggs being engaged in the worsted trade is
contained in a copy of a partnership deed, and other papers
belonging to M. Abralam Shackleton of Braithwaite, where
Thomas Brige is spoken of asa picce maker. This partner-
ship deed states that on the 19th of November, 1783, John
Craven of Guard House, sentleman, Thomas Brigs of Guard
House, piece maker, and Abraham Shackleton, picee maker,
of Braithwaite, entered into a partnership to spin cotton il
Walk Mill in two cottages and a chamber over Joseph Hart-
ley's, at o rent to ihe firm of £12 a year. Amongsi other
papers in the possession of Mr. Shackleton iz a copy of
agrecment between the firm of Craven, Brizg & Shackleton,
and Joseph Tempest, wherein Tempest binds himself to serve
the firm as millwright for sixteen shillings per week, or len
hillings and his meat and drink, Tempest 10 forfeit £100 if
Lie betray the secrets respeeting the gonstruction or moves
ments of any of the machines or works. An agrosmonl
between the firm of the one par, and Thomas Robinson of
Hill Top of the other part, We erive at full length,
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i Apticlos of azreement made, poneluded, and fully agreed
upon, and between John Craven of Guard Housze, in the
‘Tovwnship of Keighley in the county of York, gentleman, and
Thomas Brior of Guard House aforesaid, picee maker, and
Abraham Shaekleton of Braithwaite in the parizh of Keighley
aforesaid, picce maker, of the one part, and Thomas Robin-
son of I1ill Top, in the parizh of Weichley aforesaid, joiner,
of the other part, az follows, that is to say, that the said
Thomas Robinson for the consideration hereinafter men-
oned. doth covenant and agree, and with the said Jolin
(‘raven, Thomas Brirg, and Abraham Shackleton, their
exeeutors, administrators, and assigns by these  presents.
‘Phat. the said Thomas Robinson shall and will for and during
the term of four years, to begin and be aeconnted from the
liest day of December next ensuing, serve, abitle, anil
continue with the said John Craven, Thomas Dirize, and
\Lenliam Shaekleton, when required as their covenant ser-
conte and shall and will during the term diligently and
[withfully according to the best anid utmost of his power,
Lill, knowledze and judgment, exercize and employ himself
i, il o, and perform snch business, work and labour in
aind bt the works now being carvied on, or hereafter to
Lo earvied on in and about their cotton mill, that may be
et by the said John Craven, Thomas Brige and A braham
Jineklioton, whether at Keighley aforesaid or elzewhaore, at
iyt duving the said term as they the znid John Craven,
Plistnns Brige and Abraham Shackleton, shall from time to

Ui order, direet and appoint to do so, and for the most
gt Lenelit and advantagoe of them, the said John Craven,

Phoinue Brive and Abraham Shackleton, and that he the
il Theomas Robinson shall and will from time to time

Wil (e snid term keep the seerets of the gaid John Cra-
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ven, Thomas Brigg and Abraham Shackleton respeeting the
works in the said mill, and be just, true and faithful to them
the =aid John Craven, Thomas Brigg and Albraham Shackle-
ton in all matters and things, and noways wrongfully detain,
embezzle, purldin, or waste any monies, goods or other
things whatsoover belonging to them the gaid John Craven,
Thomas Brige and Abraham Shackleton, as shall be com-
mitted to his eare, management or disposal, and make anid
rive up a true, just and fair acconnt of all actings and doings
“n his said employment without frand or delay when and so
often as he shall be thereunto required by the said John Cra-
ven, Thomas Brigg and Abraham Shackleton, and that thesaid
Thomas Robinson shall and will at all times during the said
tornn. find and provide for himself meat, drink, washing,
lodzinzs and appavel of all sortz at his own expense. And
i consideration of the promises and the performance of tha
work and labour by the said Thomas Robinson as aforesaid,
they the =nid John Craven, Thomas Drige and Abraham
Shackleton, doth hereby for hemselves, their executors and
administrators, covenant, proimise anid agree to and with the
¢nid Thomas Robinson, that they the =aid John Craven,
Thomas Brigz and Abraham Shackleton, their executors ur
administrators shall and will, well and truly pay or eanse 1o L
paid unto the said Thomas Robinson, the smn of thirteen shil=
lings of lawful money of Gireat Britain weekly, and overy
week when e is required during the said term of four years in
wazes he shall =0 long live, and be capable of doing anl o
forming his said work and service as aforesand. And it s
furtheragrecd to and between the snid parties to these prosents,
that in case the said Thomas Robinzon =hall or do nb nny
time or times during the said term, reveal or make known
any secrel vespecting the construetion or movement of wivy
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of the machines or works, now or hereafter to be carried on
ar set up in the =aid cotton mill, or any other mill erected
by the said John Craven, Thomas Brige and Abraham
Shackleton, or any person or persons whomsoever to the
prejudies or injury of the =aid Jolin Craven, Thomas Brigg
and Abraham Shackleton, that then and in such ense he
the said Thomas Robinson shall forfeit and pay, or canse
to be paid unto the said Jolhn Craven, Thomas Brigg and
Abraham Shackleton, their execntors or administrators, the
aum of one hundred pounds provided always, and these
presents are nevertheless upon this condition, that if the said
cotton mill or any other eotton mill hereafter to be ereeted
by the said John Craven, Thomas Briee and Abraham
whackleton shall, before the expiration of the said term-
happen to be destroyed, demaolished or thrown down, or the
itensils therein discontinued, then and in that case these
presents and every article, clause, and thing herein con-
tained shall from theneeforth determine and be utterly void,
and to all intents and purposes whatsoever anything herein
before contained to the contrary thereof, in any wise, not-
withstanding, in witness whereof the said partics to these
presents have herennto pul their hands and seal, the seven-
wenih day of November, in the year of our Lonl one
Himsamid seven hundred and eighty three, sealed and delivered,
heing first duly stamped in our presence

Isaac ABBOTT. Jomy CnAveEN.
11EI

Many ¥ Ronmxsox. Tuowas DBrica.
MARE.

ABRAITAM SHACKLETON.
T=

Tuomas ¥+ RoBINs0X,
WARK,
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Another paper in the poasession of Abraham Shackleton,
relates to the building of a new mill to spin cotion at Brow
End on the estate of Thomas Brigg, and also a new mill for
the same purpose at Stell’s Mill, upon the property of John
Craven, dated February 1st, 1791, On the 27th of April,
1805, n dissolution of partnership took place between the
executors of Abraham Shackleton and his son William, both
of whom had died, and John Craven, Thomas Drigg and
John Craven, junior, he having been admitted a partuer in
the undivided third zhare of his father. The description of
piece makers as applied to Thomas Brige and Abraham
Shackleton in these documents plainly denote that they were
both in business as manufacturers of stuff pieces at the time
the partnership here spoken of commenced, namely, in the
year 175 How long Mr. Drigg had been in business as i
manufacturer before the nbove partnership commeneed we
have no means of knowing. it is probable, as pointed out
in % James's History of the Worsted Trade,” that the aropinil
made by the manufacturers in this district in the latter half
of the eighteenth century, congisted of shalloons, says, LUNGES
and drawboys; palterns of drawboys and paticrn papers are
in the possession of Alralam Shackleton, which he believes
to have lLeen kept along with the other documents here
mentioned, sinee the time when Abraham Shackleton's part=
nership was dissolved, Gimilar classes of goods have L
made and still are made by ihe firm of Joln Brigg & oy
some of the qualities and marks being, it is believed, the saime
to-dlay as they were al the beginning of the cenlury. Wo
have stated in o former article that the fim gave up colion
spinning shortly after the decease of Abraham Shackloton,
Lut we find that it was comine for the cotton manufaelurers
ot the same to carry on the old teade of making swudl pleces,

=
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keeping both combers and weavers, having their yarn spun
Iy hand a single thread at a time, henee we find that William
and John Haggas, in the early part of this century, were
engazsed in making both worsted and cotton pieces at Higher
Providenee Mill; and about the same time Lodge Calvert was
making both cotton and stuff pieces at Ingrow; when the firm
wave up cotton about 1508, the part nership was continued
by their earrying on the worsted trade, either nsing yarn
pum by hand or getting it spun by commission. 1t appears
it Messrs, Itouses, of Bradford, were spinning worsted at
(e Throw End Mill from 1810 to 1814, 'We recollect seeing
clgght spinning frames painted yellow about sixty years ago,
which had been bronght from the Brow End mill when the
Wonses save np it oceupation in 1814, John Craven senior
diodl, sl about the year 1812 or 1813, John Craven the
onmneer and Thomas Brige began to spin their own yarn at
Walle Mill. and in 1814 at Brow End. On the 2ind of
baninry 1817, Thomas Brige died, and at his decense his
i wona Thomas and John Brige were introduced into the
e when they were very young; it is proballe that they
bk 1o plaee of their father under execntors. On the 1st
ol duiiney, 1822, o dissolution of partnership took place
bt e Cravens and the Briges, when Thomas and John
Welua conmmeneed business on their own aecount, in lez2 than
I wooka nfter, viz., on the 9th of February; in the zame
S Thomis Bl died, leaving his brother John gole pro-
Pistar of the eoneeri. The responsibility entailed upon
Wi b the denth of his father and elder brother at the

St of o new business, with the inconvenience
Lo Wit eapital, prineipally eonsisting of old machinery ;
il Uil nilties wonkl have erushed and paralized the spirits
L iy o voung mun of less energy and nerve, but
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they wers manfnlly faced, and doubtless moulded his
mind and character to the hahit of self-dependence, which,
assisted by a shrewd judgment and extensive ahservation,
made up o man who was able to meet the vicissitudes of
buginess with calmness, and to deal with them anceessfully.
My, Brize spun his yarns al ihe Brow End Mill which was
without steam power, being propelled by water, and was not
eapable of holding more than 20) gpinning frames besides
preparing. Bt it ouzht to be Lorne i mind that mann-
facturers did mot require such extensive mill premizes, as
wooleombing and weaving were done by hand, gencrally in
the eottages of the workpeople; besides, manufacturers were
in the habit of getting a congiderable quantity of their yarn
gpun by commission, The class of gonda made at Brow End
consisted of tammics, dobbys and plainbacks, and in 18535,
he commenced making Geqra, Merinos, ITe beman to use
Il at Calversyke
il in 1836, In 1842 Thomas Brizg Laycock beeame o

power-looms in 1834, and built the new i

partner in ihe firm, which then took the name of John
brige & Co. Mr. Laycock continued in partnership till
1858, when he removed to Bingley and carried on business
at that place for several years. In the year 1543 the firm
introduced the serew gill, one of the greatest improvements
i eonnection with worsted spinuing that has been brought
out during the last 2t years About the same time they
began to weave finred goods in acquard looms.  They
began to use cotton Warps about 1850, ani in 18535 they
built the weaving ghed, and in the same year they introduceed
combing machines; but they kept a few hand combers,
principally old men who had been in their sorvice for a cons
iderable number of years: and it 15 only very recontly thnt
they have ceased to employ this class of workpeople, The
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elass of goods made by the firm since the new mill was built
comprises a considerable variety, snch ns says, shalloons,
lnstings, buntings, veilings or =eive cloth, delains, camlets,
wilibores, serges, hombazets, cubicas, the bets durants, sat-
jeens, orleans, cobourgs, and goods male from coloured yarn,
Losides tammies, wildbores, dobbys and merinos.

eentleman of

The late Mr, John DBrige was a christian &
werling integrity and uprightness; there was nothing of
selentation in his piety, but in a quiet and unasswNIng Way
he tried to lessen and mitigate the ills and sufferings to
whieh our common humanity is heir. We recollect mect=
Lige sk e PErson IMAny years ago, who was almost overeomae
witl juy in consequence of his havinz been visited by M.
et i his aflietion; this old man exclaimed sowhat a thing
i i that a magistrate should visit such a poor old body as
we nmd inlk with me about my soul and pray with me.”
Ulie lonte My, Brize was no stranger to the luxury of deing
soonl, Ui carrying ont the injunetion of an inspired aposile
whiore lo says, “Pure religion and undefiled before God and
iha FPathor is thiz, To visit the fatherless and widows in
Sl aflliction. and to keep himself unspotted from the
winthil My, Drige was o Von-conformist in religion, be-
b 1o the ITndependent body in Keighley, of which
aliiroli D wos o dencon. A few years ago o new Independent
bl i minister’s house was built in Devonshire Street,
e libol seliome Mr. Drige was one of the principal con-

blbiiore. nil we nre glad to learn that his family are
llow b thobe father's example, and trymng 1o walk in his
b, s Wi bieliove that it is to o considerable extent, through
Whate lufluenen thnt the beantiful Congregational Chapel at
Uiber fine beon built, and the ministey supported. They

Rate wlar iaslstod in ropairing the old chapel in Iligh-street,
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which has recently been fitted up as a mission chapel and
Sunday School.

The late Mr. Brizg wisely took three of his sons into the
firm, a5 they grew up to manhoml; the eldest son, however,
rotired from business before the death of his father. Two of
the sons are in business at Dradford. Mr. Brigg died
December 1867, leaving four sons and one daunghter, The
business of the firm is now carried on by the secomd and
youngest sons, viz., John and DBenjamin Septimus Briga.
These two gentlemen have taken a very active part in pro-
moting the building of the new Mechanies” Institution, and
the establishment of the Trade School in counection with
it, thus placing Keighley in a position far superior to
any town in Yorkshire of the same size for edoneational
advantares,  This firm is held in great estimation by a nu-
merons elass of workpeople, smongst whom we have known
soveral who have been in their employment for nearly half o
centary.

JAMES HAGGAS & S0ONS,

TaE two firmz, that of James Hagoas & Sons, and that of
William Hagzas & Son, date back to the early part of the
eighteenth eentury, from which time the Hageas' family
have been continnonsly engaged in business as manufacturers
of stuff pieces, down to the present time. M. William
Haggas, of Cross Romds Mill, has in his possession the fol-
lowing indenture, made between Jonas Haggas and Jolin
Jackson, both of Halifax, bearing date 1715,

¢ This indenture, made the 1st day of March in the firsi




